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Draft, TELEGRAM 


To: 
High Commissioner, 
Jerusalem. 


From: 
Colonial vuffice. 


Newry? . 
Age 


8 Mag 


70 


TIG7TS 
Telegram PR from Cc. in C. 


Middle ast .o the war uffice uated april 
29th states that after Cable and wireless tiv 
to Transjordan on May 6th no army .pparatus 
wut at oAele 

or the sole use of press messages, but 
that one SCR 399 wireless setguwiil be at 
the disposal "of civilTWJerusaiem ror civil 
emer _ency" and that a similar set nas been 
instailed in the military eompound at 
Haifa. 

2. we understand taat local correspondents 
are making arrangements tu serve wnatever 
transmitting facilities may be gem available 
tu tuem and this seems to be a reasunable 
arrangement. Diviomatic wireiess set to 
be used by the Consulate will not be 
available ror press messages and we shall 
be glad if you will ao your Sest in co- 
operati@@ with tae miiritary authorities 
to enable currespvnaents to cuntinue sending 
their messages. It is important that 
american corres»unaents shouid be allowed 
to share any facilities — WY British 


correspunuents/ 


Sonreeroadenss an-aue inky shad. 

r 
3, Boas inform Beaumont ior his ,uidanc 
“we recugnise that pusitiun will be extretici 
Girficult but nupe tnai a ncws Wack vut 


can be avoided. 
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A meeting was held in my room in the 
Foreign office on april 29tu at whicn the 
following were present: ir. Lewis Jones 
and hr. ..aciIntyre of the American umbassy, 
Mr. Price of the News Department, hr. /nomas 
ul’ the Communications Lepartment and «r. 
Spinney oi the Generai vevartnent. 


de dealt rirst with the question of 
official communications from Jerusaiem. 
Mr. Thomas exvlained bricfly what we were 
doing in the .ay of a diplomatic wireless 
installation and we made i: clear to the 
re vresentatives of the anerican #mbassy tnat 
this Link would not be availsubie ior -ress 
MESS&LES LN tNS Sanie way as tne pubassy 
Suggested that their Consulate set wight he. 
‘he aitricuities were, briefly, the fact tnat 
‘a flood of press messages always coincided 
iwitn a perioa of stress wien the ogficial link 
‘was Crowded out by Government traffic ana Ome 


tre problem of cieotnews Cistributing "pooled messa.es" 


: at the other end. 


Passing on wo the yuestion o: sevarate 
facilities sor press .nd brusaacastijig, we 
made it ciear to the aiierican umbussy vhat 
v@ wanted to ao vur best to huely within che 
‘Limits of the eguipment and munpower avaiiabie 

in Yerusaien. I exXviained taat there was 
‘no guestion of Sable and wireless representa- 
tives reuaining on in Jerusalem after iiay 
6th ( the cate oc treir departure naving been 
/extendeu by about a week). vnere seemea 
however to ve a good chance thet the local 
/corres:ondents would make their own arranjge= 
ments about staffing transmitters and that 
‘uur military authorities wuld be able to 
‘helys therm: out over equivment. 


since tnis i eeting inv. rivice nas been in 
,Cciose tuuch with Brigadier Cross of the war 
'Uffice rublic xclations bLevartient, who has how 
| ‘eamenaann oroduced the attached message from 
ithe C. in C. lhiddie zast. wWh.s iessa,e is 
'Pather vague -nd I tnink we should now cet 
‘the Colonial vffice to send a verezram to 
-Jerusalem on the lines of the attached craft. 
I am senaing copies ot tnis minute and 
‘the dratt to sr. idathieson and iir. Hull of 
the Soionial JU.fice una to Briguaier Cross 
at tne dar vifice. 


Oy. 8a 


(J.u.3. Beith) 
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FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


75672/154,/34 6) 6 pabo 3 
Code 


TQ PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A, Camninghom) 
Sent th Way, 4ch.8. 16.45 hrse 


IMPORTANT 
No. 1820 Restricted. 


Telegram 'E/71975 from Cc. in C., Middle Best to 
the War Office aateS 29th April etetes that after Cable and 
Wargless move to venseVJordan on 6th Bay no axay apparatus 
will be available for the sole use of vress messages, hve 
that one SCR 3599 wireless set will be at the disposal 
"of civil in Jerucalem for civil emergency” end that a 
similar est has Doer installed in the milaitiery campeund at 


Wairss > 
2. = vudsarcsetand that local correepondents are moicing 


avrengeents to serve tuatever transmitting facilities may 
be availabie io them and this seems to be ©. -eagonuble 
errangement, Diplomatic wilrelees set to be used by the 
Conrizlate wiil nmo% be available for press mesnuges ana I 
Beheil he pend Af you wiil do your best in co-operation 
with the wiltiary authorities to assist correspondents te 

axvvangerents for continuec tranemicslon of precs 
mestego3s. Tt is important thet American sovrespcnients 
ehavid be slicved to shore any facilities arranses for 
British somverpoenteots um we underaterd that thie 2s 
baing dom. 


Se Please izePcrm Bsaumrent for his guieanes. TT 
Tevosywe.390 that peslisor wall ba axtweugly GifYicuis ont 
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a, INWARD TELEGRAM - oa 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES oe 
ST)b6 rho dl. 
Gypher (0.T. Ryo heP 1 anak < aCe 


FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 
De 7th May > 1048. 
R. 7th ”" * 16.45 hrs. 


No. 1287 Confidential. 
My telegram No. 1158. 


Move of Cable and Wireless Ltd. from Jerusalem 
to Amman. 


Representatives of the Foreign press in 
Jerusalem have severely criticised Fermiston-Evans, who 
is in charge of the Jeruselem unit, on the grounds that 
original scheme for the move to Amman, not later than 
6th May, had been plenned by himself owing to personal 
apprehensions, and without regard to continuity of 
communications available for the press: 


2o As you know, original plan was framed on 
military considerations of the withdrawal. It had to be 
altered owing to subsement developments of which you are 
also awaxe, and which, of course, had nothing to do with 
Fermiston--Evans- 


Se Person named states, hovever, that the press 
complaints have reached the U.K. and have resulted in the 
displeasure of his directors and even the personal 

_ censure of the Mayor. I am concerned that he should not 
be blamed unjustly, ond am taking steps to rectify 
matters here» I should be grateful, however, if you 
would make the position quite clear to his directors. 


Copies sent to:- innit 


Foreign Office ~  Conmmnicaticns Dept. 








